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WEB COPY 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 26th July 2017 at 8pm at 

The Woolmarket, Horndon-on-the-Hill 

Meeting Number 7 

Present: 
Mrs S. Maran (Chairlady)  Mr K. Higgins (Treasurer)   Mr P. Goldspink (Secretary) 

Mrs B. Walker (Assistant Social Sec) Mr D. Mills (Rally Secretary)  Mr P. Maran (Assistant Rally Sec) 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Will Thursby, Carol & Glenn Harper (holiday) and Susanne Wiltshire 

(personal). 

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting held on 28th June 2017 
The minutes of the last meeting held on 28th June 2017 were accepted as a true and accurate record and were 

duly signed by the Chairlady.  

3. Matters Arising not covered by an Agenda Item 
David Mills said that unless the note regarding the Bob Davies Fishing Trophy could be removed and replaced 

prior to the September meeting, could it be left on as a reminder. 

Action:  David Mills 

Will Thursby said that unfortunately he hadn't written something for the forthcoming newsletter regarding 

Burnham Carnival but would do so and place the article on our web.  (Retained due to Mr Thursby's absence.) 

Action:  Will Thursby 

The Chairlady, together with Will, showed concern as to the condition of the proposed rally site for Burnham 

Carnival and suggested that a watchful eye be kept out nearer the time.  (Retained due to Mr Thursby's absence.) 

Action:  Sue Maran & Will Thursby 

The Chairlady confirmed that Mrs Jean Weller has kindly offered to take over the roll of running our Facebook 

page and that Jean has been in contact with Tony Harrison-Smith who in turn has offered his assistance to Jean. 

Action:  Item Closed 

4. Flagpole Duties 
 Rallies up to, and including, 31st August 2017 had nominated Committee Members to take flagpole.  The 

Chairlady will liaise with the four marshals of those rallies not having a committee member in attendance. 
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5. Newsletter 
In the absence of Glenn Harper it was agreed to leave this item until the next meeting. 

6. Feedback from the Chairman's Rally 
The Chairlady started by saying that she had received positive responses from various people, the weather being 

kind to us helped, the burgers and bacon rolls went down well, the Children's Workshop equally went down well 

and was well organised by Carol, the ramble was well supported as was the Veteran Sports with spectators 

enjoying a cream tea.  A special mention was given to Margaret Mack who visited the rally to organise the 

croquet in the afternoon. 

She continued by saying how good the hall was on the Saturday evening with the added advantage of having the 

doors open due to the warm weather.  The entertainment was good with attendees enjoying the Beetle Drive, the 

Ploughman's and the film (Paddington) which received many positive comments being suitable for all ages. A 

mention was also given to 'Phyllis' (Glenn) for the ice creams enjoyed during the film. 

Following a short discussion that included spacing and the sitting of the burger tent, due to the positive reaction 

from attendees, the same venue (Brookfields) has been booked for 2018, the dates being 13th - 15th July, 1 week 

later than this year, with the village hall again being booked for the Saturday evening. 

Breaking away from the main subject matter, the Chairlady announced that next year's Regional Get-Together will 

also be held at Brookfields from Thursday the 21st June until Sunday the 24th June with the village hall being 

booked for the evening of Saturday the 23rd.  She went to explain the reason for the two rallies being held at the 

same venue was due to the hire cost of the hall being cheaper than, say, Chelmer and that the Region requested 

the rally commence from Thursday alleviating the possibility of using schools. 

Following a short discussion regarding the numbers attending next year's Regional Get-Together, it was agreed 

that due to the limitations in the hall, the number of units would be kept the same as this year's Chairman's (50). 

With concern for the two rallies being run at the same venue within a short time period, it was agreed to discuss 

the matter further at a later date. 

7. Feedback from the Regional Meeting. 
The Chairlady commenced by announcing that North Essex are running a rally over the August Bank Holiday next 

year from Thursday the 23rd of August until Tuesday the 28th of August 2018 at Holt, Norfolk which will include a 

train ride Saturday evening organised by the Region (there being 90 spaces on the train), with the rally being 

bookable as of now.  As the Chairlady was in possession of the North Essex booking slip it was agreed she send a 

copy to the rally Secretary, together with a copy to Tony Harrison-Smith, for insertion onto our web. 

Action:  Sue Maran 

The Chairlady then went on to say that having asked if the Rally Secretary's annual form could somehow be made 

easier, the resulting answer was in the negative, but that we should keep requesting this in the hope that, maybe, 

one day the Club will take notice of our request. 

She continued by announcing that next year's Region AGM would run by Mid Anglia over the weekend 16th - 18th 

November 2018 at Littleport Leisure Centre, Ely, Cambridgeshire. 
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She continued by saying it was asked what can be done to allow the Club to appreciate exactly what Centre's do 

and to this end it was suggested that from each Centre a list of hours each Committee member spends each week 

in carrying out his/hers duties be sent to the Marketing Team at the Club.  She then went on to ask if each of our 

Committee members would create a list of such hours, these hours being taken from this meeting (July) until the 

next (August).  The hours being listed are to include time spent at meetings, running rallies, time spent at the 

lock-up etc.   

Action:  All  

Paul Maran suggested that some of our members also put in their free time to support the Club direct and that 

this should also be told to the Club. 

The Chairlady said she would email Will, Glenn, Carol and Susanne requesting said information. 

Action:  Sue Maran  

She continued by saying that next year's 'Question Time' is being held on the 24th March 2018 at the Holiday Inn, 

Norwich and asked this be placed in our rally book as was done for this year.  She also announced that North 

Essex will be running a rally to coincide with this event, although details have yet to be announced. 

Action:  David Mills  

With regard to next year's National, Kevin Flexman (Regional Chairman) announced that all Regional Receptions 

will be held at the same time, possible 3 hours prior to the opening ceremony whilst Rodney Lambert spoke of the 

possibility of a Bar-B-Q competition having first determined a Centre winner from a pre-arranged rally. 

Action:  David Mills  

A note via North Essex regarding one of their Facebook pages was told that adverts were placed requesting 

volunteers for their Junior Committee that had received over 100 hits in a week.  The Secretary then suggested 

that we also place on our web and Facebook page an ad regarding volunteers for our Junior Committee as well as 

nominees for main Committee.  Mention was also given to the Veteran Sports Committee with Sue Maran 

offering to discuss various items with the majority of them at Hunstanton.  

Action:  Sue Maran  

The Chairlady requested of the Rally Secretary that next year's Regional Get-Together be sent out as invites to the 

other four Centres, to which the Rally Secretary was already aware. 

Action:  David Mills  

The reason given as to why Centres were not sited together was due to it being 'neigh-on impossible' as this 

would involve saving spaces and felt it better to site units as they arrive as no space was available to 'stack' units 

waiting to be sited.  The general conscience of opinion was one of disagreement and that the National may loose 

numbers as a result. 

Bev Walker voiced her disappointment that South Essex Winners were not mentioned in the Club's magazine and 

that several names were misspelt.  Also whilst certain dog winners were announced, the winner of 'Overall Best 

Dog', entered by South Essex, was also not mentioned.  Bev was asked to write an article on these matters and to 

send them to Sue Maran who in turn will send it to the Club for insertion into their magazine as an omission. 

Action: Bev Walker & Sue Maran 
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The Treasurer's Forum will run at the same time as the next Regional Meeting (23rd September) and will be 

headed by Janet Moore.  Kevin was asked to inform Alan Leslie of numbers. 

Action: Kevin Higgins 

During the Region meeting it was suggested that drivers check with their insurance companies as to whether they 

automatically include certain foreign travel.  Some members have saved money by informing their insurance 

companies of their intention NOT to travel abroad.  The Secretary then suggested that insurance companies are 

also told of tow bars being fitted if only to alleviate the possibility of a 'get out' situation. 

Action: All 

8. Organisation of the Lock Up 
Kevin announced that five members attended the lock-up and assisted with the organisation of same.  A trailer 

load of rubbish was taken that day to the skip leaving the trailer now empty and stored back in it's location.  With 

certain electrical items near the front for PAT testing, the lock-up was left in a much more organised and tidy 

condition.  He went to say that he had made contact with Dave Wakeling with regards to storing our trailer at his 

Scouts Hall and further enquired as to the cost to hire their trailer giving us the opportunity to consider getting rid 

of ours. 

Action: Kevin Higgins 

Following a short discussion as to the general use of our trailer, it was agreed to discuss this in depth during the 

next meeting under an agenda item. 

Action: Sue Maran 

The Chairlady concluded by thanking Kevin, David, Geoff (Appleton), Stan (Bunce) and Dave Wakeling for their 

time and effort in sorting out the lock-up over the weekend which was very much appreciated. 

9. Correspondence. 
The Chairlady, having received items of correspondence, from Tony Harrison-Smith, with regards to the company 

we use relating to the Centre’s website. He has received complaints that emails are not getting through all the 

time and as the current website is hosted in Germany and with Brexit etc, we may need to think if this is still the 

best option. Our current contract is up for renewal early October, so if we do want to change we must start it by 

the end of August to allow the 30 day notice period. 

Her reply advised that the matter will be discussed at the meeting next week and meanwhile she asked how much 

we currently pay. 

His response was "exactly the same." 

Almost immediately it was agreed we go down this route to change with Sue advising Tony of same. 

Action: Sue Maran 
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10. Any Other Urgent Business 
Kevin started by saying that in light of the forthcoming Inter-Centre Fishing Competition, hosted by South Essex, 

and in response to members enquiries, he suggested purchasing a set of scales and a tripod to weigh fish.  This 

was unanimously agreed to.  He went to say that at the Hicks Farm rally, 11 ralliers caught a total of 621lbs of fish, 

this being equal to the total caught during the whole of last year.  With the weather being kind and the ladies 

enjoying a coffee morning, a good time was had by all. 

Phil Goldspink, making reference to book sales and stating that he and Jeannette have done this for the past five 

years, stated that he would much prefer if someone would take over selling the books.  Whilst acknowledging the 

service book sales provides to members, not to mention the revenue they bring into the Centre, he went on to 

say that it's now becoming a little wearing.   

Following an in-depth discussion, it was agreed that Phil would carry on selling books, DVD's and chemicals with 

CD's being taken to a charity shop as it was established that these had not moved in several months.  With regard 

to the sales of DVD's these are now to be offered at 50p each starting at the Hunstanton rally and ending at the 

AGM after which these to will be taken to a charity shop.  The Chairlady requested Phil to announce these 

changes on our web and Facebook pages. 

Action: Phil Goldspink 

The Secretary reminded the Committee of dates by which both motions and Committee nominations have to be 

in by.  Motions by 3rd August with nominations by 24th September.  He was then asked to put the latter notice on 

our web and Facebook pages. 

Action: Phil Goldspink 

Kevin asked if a reminder could also be placed on our web regarding Bonus Balls now being two for a pound.  The 

Rally Secretary said a reminder could also be placed in next year's rally book. 

Action: Phil Goldspink & David Mills 

Bev Walker announced that whilst she is more than happy to remain on Committee next year, unfortunately due 

to a previous commitment, she would not be able to attend the AGM and asked if she could be both nominated 

and elected to the Committee without actually being there.  With confidence running high as to 'yes' provided 

there is no vote the Secretary offered to look into the matter and report back at the next meeting. 

Action: Phil Goldspink 

Kevin requested that an item be placed on next month's agenda regarding FM Tags. 

Action: Sue Maran 

The Chairlady, having been approached by a non-Centre member, asked if something could be put on our booking 

slips to indicate if people are non-Centre members.  This was deemed possible with Sue contacting Tony 

regarding the slips on the web and David amending the slips in next year's rally book. 

Action: Sue Maran & David Mills 

The Chairlady announced that she was in receipt of an email from Will Thursby confirming that the entertainment 

has been booked for Programme Presentation with Steve Richie, a very good friend of Tracey Moorehouse, and 

that a two course meal has been agreed upon. 
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With low numbers currently booked on it was suggested that a 'flashing' ad be placed on our web to which the 

Secretary offered to contact Tony with a view to it's design. 

Action: Phil Goldspink 

The Rally Secretary announced that due to a prior commitment, he would not be able to attend this year's 

Programme Presentation and asked Phil if he would assist Paul with the presentation having designed the actual 

programme in advance.  Both Phil and Paul agreed to this. 

Action: Paul Maran, David Mills & Phil Goldspink 

Lastly, the Chairlady announced that she and Paul could not make the October meeting schedule for the 17th as 

confirmed to Committee members in an email sent prior to the meeting.  Following a short discussion it was 

agreed that October's meeting be held on Tuesday the 24th. 

The Secretary enquired as to why is the fellowship plaque in the current year's colour when it's a 'thank you' for 

attending 10 rallies in the previous year.  He went on to point out this also applies to Committee shields.  As no 

definitive answer was given it was agreed to raise this at the Programme Presentation's forum 

The meeting closed at 10.27pm Date of next meeting:  Wednesday, 30th August 2017 at 8:00p.m 

 

Proposed by: Signed by: -    (Chairlady) 

 

Seconded by: - 


