CHAIRMANS CHARITY RALLY 2019
ORSETT SHOWGROUND
What a wonderful bank holiday weekend Members had at the Chairman’s Charity Rally. The weather was
beautiful but what really made the weekend was the way everyone enjoyed joining in and the rally had a
lovely relaxed feeling. Many events were run to raise money throughout the weekend, from food, to Bar
to dog show.

Ian & Lynda Carter, Kate & Andy Crowe built and ran the bar throughout the weekend, with different gins
to try, Pimms, Prosecco, Beers and Wine. A big thank you to all the Members who thoroughly supported
the Bar, which made an amazing £800 for the charity.
Once members had arrived on Friday, the weather led to people wandering around, meeting friends and
relaxing in the sunshine.
The marquee was a lovely size which linked up with the kitchen, allowing one end for dining, the bar at the
other end and plenty of room for socialising in between.

Food, in many forms, was served throughout the weekend and was a great success. Will & Penny, David &
Marion with many helpers ran various events, so a big thank you to you all.
Friday night kicked off with Pie & Mash and led to a natter & chatter with a friendly darts match. Tina
Potter, North Essex, won the Ladies competition and Ian Appleton won the Mens.
Saturday started with the legendary South Essex breakfast and the morning was relaxing with people
entering the Photographic, flower arranging, card making and Bake off challenge.
Children were busy decorating canoes. A surprise visit by Peppa Pig caused a lot of commotion and fun.
Soft Archery competition began. After lunch, the Charity Fete took place with many different type of stalls,
with the afternoon raising over £400. The Grays Town band played throughout the afternoon giving a
lovely background music, followed later by Dave Tanner and his band playing the afternoon out with a mix
of lively music.

The volunteers, Ray & Sue Cook, from the Essex & Herts Air Ambulance set up their gazebo and were
happy to chat to members about the role the service plays. Ray also spoke to the members later, giving
more facts and figures, which was riveting, and bought home the importance of the charity we are
supporting.

We were entertained by Toni Lee through the evening, an amazing singer, very versatile and she had a
lovely personality too. Burgers & hotdogs and seafood being available to enjoy as well.

Sunday morning heralded Tina’s Dog Show with many entries and the return of Wolfman demonstrating
the agility course. There followed a Dog Obedience demonstration by Julie & Ian. It was noted that
everybody sat when instructed.

For lunch, Ollie & Paul roasted the pork joints for the Hog rolls and then later a cream tea was served,
while the singer, Kay Wonder, sang beautifully throughout.
Then the canoe racing took place, hosted by John, Margaret & the
Veteran Sports Committee, with more water than a river. Very funny. If
you were not there it looked just like this:

Sunday evening with burgers & hotdogs and seafood being sold. Phil & Sandie Hegarty organised the
seafood on both evenings, absolutely delicious.
A different entertainment this evening with Steve Galler and his banjo. A walk through the decades with
songs, singsong and jokes. Do not know how he remembered them all, very talented. A very enjoyable
time.

Committee members were put up for “The Gunge Tank” and Will & Penny Thursby were the lucky chosen
ones. They kept smiling, so assumed they enjoyed it!!

Monday morning hailed the Soft Archery finals which drew a crowd, and a Boule competition going on at
the same. Congratulations to all winners. Thanks to the Veteran Sports Committee.

Flagpole was held with tea & coffee and then the raffle. Someone reminded our Chairlady that this will be
her last Chairman’s Rally Flagpole, very emotional. More water for the canoes. Over the weekend, Jean
Weller and Maureen Frier were selling raffle tickets. The raffle was a generous size but with many
donations it became a Super Raffle. Thanks to all the donations, the raffle made £380.

A Big Thank You to everyone who put on events and took part. Money was being raised all the time over
the weekend from a few pounds to hundreds. Every penny counts could not be more true. Together we
were able to bring the running total of the Charity to:

£6,500
We still have some weeks to go before the end of the charity year and we would really like to break the
£7,000 barrier. We really think we can do this with everyone’s help. So proud of you all.

